Sarasota and Manatee Counties
remember 9/11 at USF
SARASOTA & MANATEE- First responders, students, veterans’
groups, and members of the community gathered in USF SarasotaManatee’s courtyard for an inaugural 9/11 remembrance ceremony
Tuesday morning.

America was a nation struck by chaos and grief.
“It was a monumental event in our history and I think we are
still absorbing what it means,” said David Kotok, 9/11
survivor.
17 years later, it’s a time to come together as a community.
Beginning with 2,977 flags planted in the university’s
courtyard to honor each victim.

“The patriotism and resiliency of the American people shine
brightly on the 11th of September 2001,” said Veterans Service

Administrator for USF-SM, Carlos Moreira .
The ceremony recognized our first responders.
Article continues at SNN TV.

USF Sarasota-Manatee held a
9/11 remembrance ceremony to
honor victims, heroes and
first-responders.
Hundreds of community members gathered at the University of
South Florida Sarasota-Manatee campus to remember Sept. 11 and
honor the victims and heroes of the terrorist attack. The
ceremony began with a flag-raising by the Marine Corps Color
Guard from the Fourth Amphibious Assault Battalion in Tampa.
Attendees then gathered around the campus lawn which was lined
with 2,977 small American flags, one for each victim. The
flags were placed by volunteers, students and first-responders
the day before.

David Kotok, chief investment officer at Cumberland Advisors
and a survivor of the attack, was the event’s guests of honor
and keynote speaker. He escaped the World Trade Center’s south
tower and witnessed American Airlines Flight 11 crash into the
north tower.
“The images of 9/11 feel like a movie, but to see it firsthand was indelible,” Kotok said.
Continued at The Observer: www.YourObserver.com
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David Kotok, a financial adviser and a survivor of the 9/11
attacks, recalls watching a plane hit the South Tower.
On a hot and humid Tuesday morning, about 75 people — local
folks and community leaders — convened at the University of
South Florida Sarasota-Manatee to commemorate the 17th
anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the
World Trade Center towers in New York and The Pentagon in
Washington, D.C.
.

In an event featuring performances by a first-grade choir from
Saint Stephen’s Episcopal School and a flag-raising by the
Marine Corps color guard from the 4th Amphibious Assault
Battalion in Tampa, speakers described the unity with other
Americans they felt as their world fell apart around them.
“I remember a particularly intense feeling of the need to make
eye contact, to greet in some way, to reach out, to connect
with people I passed on the campus of the university where I
was at the time, even people I didn’t know,” USFSM Regional
Chancellor Karen Holbrook said. “As all of us were together in
our suffering for our nation and for the people who suffered
intolerable loss, we all understood what others were feeling
as well.”
David Kotok, a financial adviser and a survivor of the 9/11
attacks, spoke on the tripartite need to remember victims,
support survivors and try to learn after national crises.
Though the U.S. was good at fulfilling the first two duties,
he said, the third posed a complication. Properly learning
from 9/11 involves moving beyond ceremonies and “revealing
ourselves openly (and) transparently” by sharing stories and
documenting history, he said.
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USF
Sarasota-Manatee
September 11 Ceremony 2018 –
David Kotok Speaks

The University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee remembers the
victims of the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks and pays
tribute to survivors, first responders and members of the
military with a special ceremony in the campus courtyard.
David Kotok of Cumberland Advisors in Sarasota speaks.
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David Kotok of Cumberland Advisors in Sarasota spoke at a
ceremony honoring the victims, survivors, and families of 9/11
at the University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee. He was in
the South Tower of the World Trade Center for a conference
with a group of other economists that day.

Local 9/11 survivor revisits
memories
of
the
tragic
terrorist attack
SARASOTA,FL (WWSB) – Exactly 2,977 flags were placed in the
courtyard of USF Sarasota-Manatee on Tuesday in honor of the
lives lost 17 years ago today.

The campus held a ceremony in remembrance of September 11, a
tragic terrorist attack that shook our country and brings back
unforgettable memories of that day for many Americans.
David Kotok of Cumberland Advisors in Sarasota spoke at the
ceremony. He was in the south tower of World Trade Center for
a conference with a group of other economists that day.
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